Stability of vitamin C (ascorbic acid -AA) radicals is considered by the sem iem pirical MNDO_method. It is found that AA" is therm odynam ically the most stable species. Interestingly, the AA-radical is more stable than the parent AA. This finding is o f great im portance in view of omnipresence and v ersatility o f the vitam in C in biochem ical processes. The origin o f the pronounced stability o f AAT is elucidated by a particular form o f the energy partitioning technique. 
More quantitative data are offerred by the energy partitioning technique. It was observed by Pople [5] that the total SCF energy can be decom posed in two contributions if the ZD O approximation is em ployed:
e < = Z e a + x e ab.
A A<B
The merits o f this type o f analysis and the corre sponding formulas for one-and two-center EA and Eab terms necessary for various semiem pirical m ethods were discussed by several researchers [6 -8 ] . W e shall use the formula (1) in a slightly m odified form:
where E x = Y^Ea, E2 = X E ( A -B ) and E3 = 
